
Dear Deirdre 
 
Thanks for your question and taking the time to contact 
PowerPlastics Pool Covers!  
 
The good news is that you don’t actually have to choose—you 
can keep your heating on, your husband happy AND have a 
beautifully clean yet economical pool in winter!  
 
We have a range of thermal pool covers that are the perfect 
solution to winterizing a pool. These covers will most certainly: 

 instantly halve the amount of time you filter the pool.  

 keep all the garden debris out of the water (and spare your 

husband from leaf scoop sessions and numb fingers!) 

 curb evaporation by up to 98% therefore reducing the need 

for top ups in order to maintain water levels. 

 prohibit algae growth (light can’t penetrate a dark cover) 

therefore reducing the amount of chemicals required (another 
costly item these days). 

In terms of return on your investment—yes, absolutely it is worth 
it. In fact, with the ever increasing tariff hikes, a pool cover has a 
relatively short payback period. Off the top of my head, I can tell 
you that an EnergyGuard cover (a best seller in winter) will cost 
approximately R2912.00 (excluding VAT ) for a 6 x 4m pool. I can 
also tell you that based on current water and power costs, that 
same 6 x 4m pool will cost you approximately R551.60 to 
maintain on a monthly basis without a cover but only R186.45 
with our pool cover. This is a monthly saving of R371.91, giving 
an eight-month payback period on the cover! (NB: these are 
approximate estimations.) 
 
And, when spring comes, you will have next to nothing to do in 
terms of maintenance in order to have a swim-ready pool again. 
So, keep the heating on, send us your pool’s specs and we’ll 
handle the rest!  
 
Kind regards 
Stephen Doyle, General Manager, PowerPlastics Pool Covers 

Dear PowerPlastics Pool Covers 
  
I live in Knysna where winters can get pretty long and 
miserable! We are constantly trying to make savings 
around the house and the usual decision this time of the 
year is when do we really need to start using all the 
electrical goodies that make us comfortable during the 
winter months, like electric blankets, under-floor heating 
etc. The increase in just this last month„s electricity bill 
(since we got out the heaters) has really made us stop 
and take a look at what, where and how we could cut 
back in spending.  
 
A friend of mine has a pool cover of yours and has briefly 
explained to me that the cover is designed to save on 
electricity, water and chemicals, not forgetting that it also 
helps with keeping the leaves and dirt out - which is 
great news as maybe my poor husband won„t have to 
stand out in the cold cleaning the pool anymore!  
 
With all this in mind I am seriously considering looking at 
the options available for pool covers so we can save 
more. 
 
But tell me:   

a) can a pool cover really reduce our maintenance 
costs, and 

b) does the money spent on a pool cover justify the 
savings? 

  
Look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Deirdre,  
Knysna 

Covered! News from PowerPlastics Pool Covers: June 2011 

 

Winter-wise pools! 
 

It‟s been a disjointed time lately for businesses, one way and the other. First, a marathon of public holidays which were all well 
and good but still disruptive to operations. Then our local elections with the usual friendly fire between parties (well, mostly 
friendly!) and many a bad joke about „cabriolet toilets‟ and „toilets with a view‟! Now, we find ourselves back in the swing of normal 
activities and staring down the barrel of winter again.  
It might seem counter intuitive to talk about swimming pools in winter but what many pool owners still don‟t realise is just how 
much of their hard-earned cash gets gobbled up by pools in winter, when they‟re not even swimming in it! Yes, you still keep 
pouring water into it. You still dump chemicals in it to avoid an unsightly green pool and mozzie haven. You still filter and 
backwash it. And you still stand around it scooping leaves and debris. If ever there was a one way street, it‟s winter pool 
maintenance!  
Pool covers are an excellent way to curb household spending in winter — in fact, below we share a letter received which sums it 
all up perfectly! Remember, no matter who is in power in your local constituency, electricity is still pricey, water is still a precious 
resource and our planet is still in crisis.  
     Until next time,  
     Carolyn Idas, Operations Manager  
       (info@powerplastics.co.za) 

Letter from Knysna — a Winter win-win!  

Fancy a hassle free pool this winter? Answer the questions below and stand a chance 
to win an EnergyGuard or Solid Safety Cover to the value of R5000!  
 

1.  Name two of our winter pool cover solutions. 
2. Your power utility provider recommends saving electricity by turning down your 
 pool filter, but what device can you use to reduce the required filtration times?  

 

 
Answers can be found above and on our website: www.powerplastics.co.za. Send your 
entries to Carolyn (info@powerplastics.co.za). Entries close 27 June 2011.  
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inter W
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Win a Winter Pool! 

Meet Taryn 

Meet Taryn who joined our Johannesburg branch in February this year as Sales Manager. Responsible 
for all Johannesburg sales, project management and operations, Taryn‟s prior business experience as a 
strategic consultant puts her in good stead to head up the branch. She has dived right in and is focused 
on strengthening client relationships and growing our presence in the Gauteng market.  
Taryn holds two diplomas in HR Management and Marketing, and is studying for her third in Psychology.  
With two small boys and a busy work schedule she doesn‟t get much time to herself but when she does, 
she relaxes by going running! 
When asked what her key outlook in life is, she says, “There is no time like the present. I also admire 
business guru Warren Buffet and would love to meet him one day and pick his brains for business tips!” 
“What drives me out of bed in the mornings? My kids! Jokes aside, I believe we are responsible for our 
own fulfilment at the end of the day, so I try to make every minute count—that‟s my daily motivation in a 
nutshell,” says Taryn. 
Click here to drop Taryn a line or give her a call on 011 462 7897.  

Our most popular winter cover is the Solid Safety Cover, providing peace 
of mind and security year round. However when it comes to winterizing a 
pool the EnergyGuard cover, a product designed in response to the 
power and water crises that South Africans have faced in the past, 
comes a close second. 
The savings figures are hard to ignore:  

 reduce your filtration/pump time by up to 50%. This means a saving 
of about 6% overall on your electricity bill, given that in homes with 
pools the pool filter alone is accountable for on average 12% of the 
total electricity bill.  

 reduce your pool‟s rate of water evaporation by 98%. 

 reduce your pool‟s chemical consumption by up to 60%. 

 on heated pools, yield energy savings of over 50%. And if you‟re 
using solar energy, half the amount of panels normally required to 
heat an uncovered pool will suffice where our pool covers are in use. 

 prevent leaves and garden debris collecting in the pool, thus 
improving water hygiene.  

 saves hours on pool maintenance when you‟d rather be reading the 
Sunday papers!  

 

  Click here for more product details or  here to request a quote.  
 

Winter Pools: pack up your pool and save!  

Each year around this time we get a flood of interest from pool owners with regards to winter maintenance and seeking advice on 
how to curb spending money and reduce the hassle factor on a pool when no one is even brave enough to stick their toe in it let 
alone swim! The term we like to use is „winterizing‟ a pool which means, in a nutshell, packing your pool away for winter in order to 
spend less money on water, power and chemicals and to reduce the amount of time spent backwashing and scooping leaves. It„s 
much like suspending your satellite TV subscription when going away for longer periods. You„re not using it, so why pay for it? 
Similarly, why spend time cleaning and maintaining a pool in winter? 
 
Read on for more information on our two winter bestsellers, the EnergyGuard and the Solid Safety Cover which doubles up as a 
safety device as well as a winter solution. Both are simple, effective ways to hibernate your pool, put some money aside yet still 
have a pool that come spring, will require very little effort to get it swim ready again!  

Save with Safety! 
 
Our Solid Safety Cover is the single most effective barrier to 
prevent children accessing the pool water. Importantly, there are 
no fiddly hooks and eyelets, making the cover quick and easy to 
use. The PVC cover is drawn over lightweight aluminium poles that 
rest on the paving. Once in place, the cover‟s tension is tightened 
with a simple ratchet device. The cover can bear the weight of two 
adults and one child without any damage or risk.  

But how does one save on maintenance with a Solid Safety 

Cover? Well, the fact that this cover is solid means that the water 

is not exposed to the elements, which in turn curbs evaporation 

loss and prevents leaves and debris collecting in the water (less 

filtration required). It also prevents light entry which then curbs 

algae growth too (less chemicals required). 

Click here for more product details or here to request a quote. 

Product launch: EasyRoll 

Our Solid Safety Cover, pictured above in the most 
popular colour choices: black, beige & blue. Also comes in 
tan/brown. This cover can be custom fitted to both 
rectangular and shaped pools. 

Introducing EasyRoll, a new rollup system designed to aid the use of our Solid Safety Cover. 
This compact accessory weighs only 6,5 kg and sits at ground level. Using a self propelling 
motor that attaches to the aluminium bars of the Solid Safety Cover, at the push of a button, 
it neatly and quickly rolls in the cover to open the pool for swimming, or rolls it out to cover 
the pool after use.  
Running off a rechargeable 12 Volt battery, the EasyRoll takes approximately three minutes 
to roll up a 10 x 5 metre Solid Safety Cover.  
"Brand new in South Africa, this is the perfect accessory for those with a Solid Safety Cover 
and small children in the home. One of the biggest risks when it comes to child safety is 
when parents can't be bothered to re-cover their pool after swimming. The pool is often left 
open due to the hassle factor and therein lies the risk. While our safety covers are already 
easy to use, adding the EasyRoll eliminates the temptation to be negligent and lazy about re-
securing the pool after use. It is perfect in the summer holidays when children are in and out 
the pool several times a day! EasyRoll is cousin to the high-end automated systems we 
supply such as the Starline Roldeck, but at a far more affordable price for families!" says 
Stephen Doyle, General Manager of PowerPlastics Pool Covers.  
 
Drop us a line on info@powerplastics.co.za to find out more and request a quotation.  
 

  EasyRoll Launch Special!  
  To celebrate the addition of this product to our range of pool cover accessories, we are offering a 5% 
  discount on EasyRoll orders placed before 30 June 2011! Don‟t miss out!  

The EasyRoll light, compact and the perfect 
accessory to the Solid Safety Cover 

And here’s how we worked out Deirdre’s maintenance costs!  
CHEMICALS 
Cost of a 4kg HTH chemical container       R119 
Recommended dosage is 1 capful per day which equates to 8kgs /mth   R238 per month 
POWER 
Cost of electricity          R0.9331 per kWh.  
If pool pump runs eight hours per day       R8.96 per day or R268.73 per 30 days 
WATER 
Evaporation: an uncovered pool looses 0.5 litres/m² /hr under normal conditions   
6 x 4m pool will lose 96 litres per day        2880 kl per month 
Water costs R15.58 per kl after allocated domestic usage     R44.88 per month 
 

Total costs of monthly pool maintenance on this basis   R551.61 each month 

(Prices as at May 2011) 

 
 

 

 
We’ve got you covered! 

 

Visit our website      Contact our sales team       Newsletter: unsubscribe       Newsletter: feedback 
 

11 Harris Drive, Ottery, 7808, Cape Town  | Tel: 021 703 5880  |  Fax: 021 703 4864   

info@powerplastics.co.za 

Shop 2 Wetherleys Decor Park, 7 Precision Street, Kya Sands, JHB  |  Tel: 011 462 7897   |  Fax: 011 462 8483  

joburg@powerplastics.co.za 
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