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May 2010 : The Safety Issue

Pool safety legislation. It is one of the most complex issues the local pool industry has faced in decades and we, as
both a company and an industry, have shared our insight and suggestions with the JHB Municipality, which we hope will
reflect in the final draft. However, Joe Public is understandably raising concerns about compliance, exemptions and
penalties, meanwhile the 'petition signers' of this world (I call them friendly flame fanners) are stirring up a hornet's nest
with criticisms —some founded, some not, some simply not constructive at all. It's an ‘interesting’ and historical time for us
all.

But, we're not kidding ourselves. Yes, the legislation will help reduce drowning statistics but we don't see it as a cure-
all. Pool owners, think for yourselves! Does it really take a by-law or formal directive to ensure parents act responsibly?
Does sensible parenting only begin when there is a risk of persecution?

When my son was 3 yrs old, he came dangerously close to an unauthorised foray into my pool, thankfully it was just a
close call. Drownings are preventable! | find it inconceivable that any parent would NOT do everything within their means to
prevent them. Fact is, legislation will be passed. Our advice is to a) get used to the idea and b) plan accordingly (a.k.a beat
the rush!)

Do send me your thoughts and comments —such feedback helps us better represent you in the quest for a sensible and
fair safety legislation. Be sure to read our quick summary of the legislation below. Enter our fabulous competition and
qualify for a great giveaway too!

Stephen Doyle, General Manager (stephen@powerplastics.co.za)

LA Click here if you would like to receive our own Best Practice: Home Pool Safety , a handy list of tips on
‘ ’ how to prevent tragedies in your pool.

Did you know you can now request our quotes online? Simply measure the length and width of your
pool at its widest points and enter the details via our new website. Click here for your online quotation now.

Product feature: the Solid Safety Cover

[

Our Solid Safety Cover, pictured here in the most popular colours choices: black, beige & blue. Also comes in green or white.
This cover can be custom fitted to both rectangular and shaped pools.

In 2005 we saw a gap in the market for a more elegant safety cover that provided utmost peace of mind
for parents yet was still affordable and effortless to use. Using the market feedback and our extensive
insight into pool safety issues, we set about developing a new, unique cover that was technically and
aesthetically superior to others on the market. We launched it in 2006 and over 4 years later, our Solid
Safety Cover remains the leading safety cover in SA and, on the local market, its design remains

unparalleled.

The 550gsm PVC cover is drawn over lightweight aluminium poles that rest on the paving. Once in
place, the cover’'s tension is tightened with a sir
to international safety standards and supports the weight of two adults and one child without risk or

damage.

A common drawback with first generation PVC covers is that rain or sprinkler water can collect on top
of the cover, forming a small pool that curious toddlers may be tempted to play in. Our second
generation Solid Safety Cover features drainage holes to eliminate this risk.

The Solid Safety Cover also curbs evaporation and prevents dirt from entering the pool, making it an
W=  excellent way to winterize a pool. Click here for more info on this cover.

N Wi thout fiddly hooks and eyelets, just these simgitl e ratch

Pool Safety Legislation: a snapshot of the issue

Who? Why?
At this stage, the JHB Municipality. It is expected that other Theyoverall objective is to reduce drownings in domestic
Municipalities will follow suit and adopt the same (or similar) pools, specifically child drownings.
legislation.
How?
What? Pool owners will have a window period in which to
Introduction of mandatory pool safety devices (as specified secure pools and then register with the Municipality. Non
by the legislation) for and around pools. -compliance will carry a fine and repeat offenders can
face a jail term. Municipal officials will inspect
When? properties to ensure compliance.

Nobody can say exactly when the legislation will be passed
but we foresee enforcement starting in the next 6-9 months.

Our stance on the safety legislation issue:
PowerPlastics Pool Covers supports the proposed legislation although it is still in draft form. In our opinion, there are some
excellent international safety models on which our own legislation could be based, for example the French model is particularly
well drafted. However, we feel the draft legislation needs further work if it is to match international Best Practice standards. We
also feel that now is the time for residential estates and pool owners to share their existing approaches to pool safety with a view
to enhancing the legislative framework.

| f t he hat fitsé

Based on the highly successful Australian fresh water safety campaign, the Keep Watch Safety Hat is
worn by the designated pool supervisor. Available in traditional lifesaving colours (red & yellow), it
allows children to quickly identify the adult in charge, should help be needed. Giveaways!

Forward this issue of our newsletter to 5 of your friends with pools and small children and we will send you a free safety
hat. Include your postal address, remember to copy us and send the qualifying mail to: info@powerplastics.co.za. This
offer is available to the first 25 to forward the newsletter i.e. hurry!

Win a Fin!

The cutest swimming aid ever, Swim Fins are the market leader in buoyancy aids. Kids seem to forget
they are learning to swim when wearing it and pick up water skills far quicker than with traditional
flotation aids. Click here for more info on Swim Fin!
There are 2 Swim Fins to be won, valued at R355 each. Simply answer 2 easy questions:
1. How much weight/how many people can the Solid Safety Cover support without risk or damage?
2. What is the name of the fully automated pool cover in the PowerPlastics Pool Covers range?

Answers can be found above and on www.powerplastics.co.za Click here to enter before June 1st, include your contact details.

Drowning, the factse.

i Drowning remains one of the top causes of unnatural childhood death in SA. According to recent statistics from
Netcare, nearly 72% of near-drownings occur around the home and only 1.22% at the beach.

1 For every child that dies of drowning, 5 are left with permanent brain damage.

i Drowning victims are most often proficient swimmers—d on’ t t hi nk that only those wi
are at risk.

i It is quick and silent. In the time it takes you to read this newsletter, a fatal drowning can occur.

Does your pool have plans this winter?

We think it’'s safe to say that winter is here now! You’'ve
using a pool cover to winterize your pool? It will curb the need for regular maintenance and allow you to make considerable
savings on water, power and chemical costs.

Chat to us about our EnergyGuard Cover, the best plan you could make for your pool (and pocket) this winter.

Meet Brad...

EAF Brad Corbi joined our team two years ago and is responsible for handling sales and distribution at our
Johannesburg branch.

He believes that education is a critical component when it comes to helping pool owners make the best
cover choice for their requirements and continually encourages pool owners to consider both the long
term financial savings of pool covers and their safety and environmental benefits. Brad has consistently
grown the brand, by forming excellent client and industry relationships and his sales skill services the
Limpopo, Mpumalanga, Gauteng and the North West provinces.

A ‘"greenie’ at heart, when travelling Brad prefers to su
footprints. He is happiest when fishing —Art Lure fishing in particular - and loves any hunting that results in a fine stick of

biltong (sustainable hunting, of course).
email Brad > joburg@powerplastics.co.za

11 Harris Drive, Ottery, 7808, Cape Town
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Saving money. Saving lives. Saving the environment.
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